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Impact of the New EU Packaging Regulation

For us, the European ideal has always been to enjoy great freedom within the EU — the freedom to
choose where to live, the freedom to travel, and the freedom of the single market within the EU, for
example. Unfortunately, as a company, we’re currently experiencing quite the opposite.

There have already been quite a few new EU regulations this year. Each time, this means more
bureaucracy instead of less. It also means there’s less time for what we love to do most — bringing
new ideas to life for our customers, packing strips and kits, cutting the strips for them, and packing
and shipping your packages.

However, one new provision in the Packaging Regulation is hitting us particularly hard.

Starting August 12, we’ll only be allowed to send packages to other EU countries if we register with
the national waste management system in EVERY country to which we send at least one package per
year. We'll have to pay waste disposal fees in EVERY single country. And we’ll need someone in
EVERY country to handle the registration process for us there. Of course, this will result in new costs
for us.

In short (and not so good): As a small business, it’s currently not financially viable for us to continue
shipping to other EU countries. We're adding a big “FOR NOW” because we’re hoping for exemptions
for small businesses like ours. This isn’t expected until fall at the earliest.

Incidentally, this doesn’t just affect us, but also a great many small online shops across Europe. Five
lines of legal text are rendering free intra-EU trade absurd. After all, small businesses can’t simply
cover such additional costs out of their petty cash.

Currently, this affects our customers in Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Ireland, Italy, Croatia,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Austria, Poland, Portugal, Sweden, Slovenia, Spain, the Czech
Republic, and Hungary.

The United Kingdom, Switzerland, and Norway are NOT affected.
Nothing will change for you within Germany or for overseas shipments.

In any case, it saddens us greatly that we can no longer deliver to you without restrictions. And we
are at a loss as to why free trade — one of the founding principles of the EU — is being reduced to
absurdity in this way.



